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TAGS: PINT, LE 

SUBJ: RUMORS OF MILITARY COUP 

1 . DATT HAS PICKED UP TALK FROM SEVERAL LEBANESE ARMY 
OFFICERS APPARENTLY FAVORING A SO-CALLED "WHILE COUP", 

I.E. TAKEOVER OF GOVERNMENT BY LOYALIST LEBANESE ARMY 
IN ORDER TO EFFECT A CONCILIATION WITH RENEGADE LEBANESE 
ARAB ARMY UNDER LT. KHATIB IN THE SOUTH. SUCH TALK 
HAS APPARENTLY COME AS A RESULT OF SNOWBALL EFFECT 
TAKING PLACE SINCE YESTERDAY WITH LEBANESE ARMY 
POSITIONS IN THE SOUTH GOING OVER TO KHATIB'S FORCES 
ONE AFTER THE OTHER AND SIMILAR EFFECT BEGINNING 
IN TRIPOLI AREA WHERE MAJOR MAMARI COMMANDS SOME 
MOSLEM RENEGADE TROOPS. RATIONALE WOULD BE THAT 
YOUNGER OFFICERS, MANY OF THEM CHRISTIANS THOUGH 
NOT NECESSARILY MARONITES, COULD WITH SINGLE ACTION 
SWEEP OUT OLD GUARD POLITICOS AS WELL AS SOME MORE 
SENIOR OFFICERS, AND INSTALL REGIME WHICH WOUL DHAVE 
BETTER CHANCE OF UNIFYING THE COUNTRY POLITICALLY. 

IDEA WOULD BE THAT SYRIANS WOULD SUPPORT THE COUP 
EITHER BEFOREHAND OR AFTERWARDS. THERE ARE APPARENTLY 
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THIS WAY. 

2. COMMENT: WE DO NOT WISH AT THIS POINT TO MAKE TOO 
MUCH OF SUCH REPORTS BUT THINK IT WORTH BRINGING TO 
THE DEPARTMENT S ATTENTION AS OTHER WESTERN MILITARY 
ATTACHES ARE PICKING UP SAME RUMORS AND PRESS MAY GET 
THEM TOO. LACK OF SECRECY IN ITSELF TENDS TO UNDERCUT 
SERIOUSNESS OF THESE REPORTS. HOWEVER INDICATIVE THEY 
MAY BE OF EXCITED STATE OF MIND AMONG LOYALIST ARMY 
FORCES. WE SHALL NOT NOW EVEN BEGIN TO ANALYZE POSSIBLE 
RAMIFC ATION S OF SUCH A STEP SHOULD IT EVER COME TO 
PASS. 

LMABRAKIS 
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